Review of the Facts Regarding PCB Contamination in London, Ontario
 

LONDON IS HOME TO TWICE AS MUCH PCB CONTAMINATED SOIL AS ALL OTHER CITIES IN CANADA COMBINED.
· 1957 - Westinghouse Canada Inc. (WCI) built a factory at the corner of Clarke Road and Huron in London, Ontario to manufacture electrical capacitors and transformers. Transformers contain PCB oil purchased from The Monsanto Corporation.  Employees touched and inhaled PCB oil without any protective equipment, and without knowledge of any danger it may pose.  Internal Monsanto documents from the 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s indicate that Westinghouse was aware of the PCBs pose to the environment and human health. 

· PCBs exposure is linked to an increased incidence of Cancer, Diabetes, Heart Disease and a multitude of other illnesses.  PCBs travel through the air and are absorbed through the skin.  (see health section of website for more information)

· WCI employees were directed to dump excess PCB oil into land and drains surrounding factory.

· Late 1970’s - PCB production is banned throughout North America.

· 1980 - significant PCB contamination identified in the Thames River and Pottersburg Creek.  WCI and to a lesser extent GM and Wolverine identified as sources of contamination.

· 1985 – Ontario Ministry of Environment (MOE) signs agreement with WCI absolving WCI of liability for contamination caused.  Westinghouse pays approximately $700,000 towards cleanup and destruction of PCBs in Pottersburg Creek.  MOE commends WCI for its “Corporate Citizenship”.  Taxpayers spend $2.5 million to clean up creek.  (see agreement for details).

· 1987- Ministry of Health and London Health Unit study shows that residents near creek have PCB blood contamination 5 to 6 times higher than mean background levels identified by the Centre for Disease Control in the U.S. in 1988. Study concludes that residents are NOT at a higher risk for illness due to PCBs.

· 1989 - WCI plant sold to ABB Corporation. ABB closes plant in 1992.

· 78,000 tons of contaminated soil are removed from creek and stored at Clarke Road and Huron.

· March 2008 – Provincial budget allocates $56 million taxpayer dollars to remove and destroy 78,000 tons of contaminated soil buried at Clarke Road and Huron.  Attorney General Chris Bentley states this is “to protect the safety of citizens”.

· Hundreds of community members attend information sessions related to clean up plans demanding information and answers.  Immense community concern regarding past present and future health risks associated with PCB exposure.

· MOE decline requests to meet and discuss salient issues, and have yet to answer the vast majority of questions asked in writing.

· June 2008 – community demands independent and comprehensive Public Inquiry into PCB Contamination in London, Ontario!

· Community members meet with London Members of Provincial Parliament

· July 2008 – Ministry of Environment creates PCB Community Liaison Committee. Community is mystified by the lack of notice or involvement and express concerns. Councilor Bernie MacDonald declines involvement in the committee noting that he was asked to sign a confidentiality agreement.

· August 2008 – London Health Unit issues public call for community members to join the PCB Community Liaison Committee. MOE launches website dedicated to the PCB Cleanup effort
