An Open Letter to Our Community from London PCB Watch
 

Dear friends,
 

Some of you may have heard reports regarding the planned removal of 2100 truckloads of contaminated soil from the former Westinghouse plant at Clarke Road and Huron in London, Ontario. If you live in the area you may also be aware that toxic PCB chemicals which originated from that Westinghouse plant were found in Pottersburg Creek in the early 1980's. Much of the contaminated soil was removed from the creek and stored at the Clarke Road and Huron (Westinghouse) site approximately 22 years ago. (Please read the links to the right or click on Media Reports in the top right menu for more information). PCBs are a known carcinogenic agent in humans and are linked to increased risk of Cancer and numerous other illnesses.
 

On April 1, 2008 I wrote a letter to the editor of the London Free Press regarding my concerns about these chemicals and the effect they may have had on our community for the past 30 plus years. Since then I've done radio, TV, and newspaper interviews in the hopes that people will come forward and share any stories or health concerns they may have. So far we've received a tremendous response from other concerned individuals. Many of whom have related troubling stories of unusually high instances of cancer and other disease in their families and neighborhoods. My father, who worked at Westinghouse in the 1970's, was recently diagnosed with cancer.
 

We’ve also learned that PCB contamination is not unique to our community.  We've provided links to websites created by other communities who have been exposed to PCBs in the right menu.
 

I'd appreciate if you could pass along this information and this website to as many people as you think may find it useful; specifically, anyone that worked at the Westinghouse/ABB plant, and/or has ever lived near the plant or Pottersburg Creek.
 

Please check this site often as we hope to continually update it with new information about our activities and PCBs in general. We also hope that you’ll use this site to get involved and contact us with your questions, comments or concerns.
We must remind our elected officials that every life in our community is valuable. Together we can get the important answers we deserve.
 

The information session being planned will allow us to come together to learn more, be heard, and hopefully hear from elected officials and Ministry of the Environment officials we have invited to give us the answers we deserve regarding why these toxic chemicals have been allowed to sit in our neighbourhood for nearly 30 years and why they are now being removed.

 

Best regards,
London PCB Watch
